Refreshing
YOUR COLOR

TIPS AND TRICKS TO ENHANCE YOUR LIVING SPACES WITH COLOR
BY ERIN HANSON

ITH THE NEW YEAR APPROACHING,

many of us start thinking about what

we'd like to improve in our lives. One

wonderful way to elevate your daily

experience is by surrounding yourself

with beautiful artwork. As an art collec-
tor yourself, I am sure you already appreciate how much art
enhances your quality of life. Whether you're planning to
collect new paintings this year or simply want to make the
most of the artwork you already own, these ideas will help
you refresh your color and see your art in a new light.

RELOCATION
Swapping the location of your artwork can help you appre-
ciate your paintings all over again. Seeing fresh color in the
hallway or a new set of hues above the fireplace can provide
the opportunity to appreciate aspects of your paintings you
never saw before.

Different rooms in your home also have different light-
ing, revealing textures and shades that were previously
hidden. Some collectors like to rotate their artwork with
the seasons, hanging lighter palettes and open landscapes
(like floral or coastal scenes) in the spring and summer, and
displaying richer palettes of deeper hues and more intro-
spective subjects during the fall and winter.

UPDATE YOUR LIGHTING

Consider including in your New Year’s resolutions a plan to
install spot lighting on the walls you want to display
artwork. I personally like the Soraa Vivid LED bulbs,
which illuminate more of the color spectrum than stan-
dard household bulbs. I prefer 4,000K daylight bulbs, but
3,600K bulbs work great in homes with warmer light.

(The “K” stands for “Kelvin”, which describes the color
temperature of the bulb—higher numbers are cooler/bluer,
and lower numbers are warmer/yellower.)
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Aim your lights at a 30-degree
angle from the wall to mini-
mize glare and highlight tex-
ture. Great lighting allows you
to appreciate not only the color
but also the texture and brush-
work, bringing you deeper into
the rhythm of the painting.

To refresh your color, try
getting a quote from your local
electrician to install ceiling-
mounted directional lights—

you might be surprised at how Spot lighting makes your art collection pop. Also try pulling
affordable it is! accent colors from the painting into your room (eLow).

PAINT AN ACCENT WALL

A bold accent wall can transform a room and make

your favorite painting stand out. Think of an accent wall
as a giant mat board that frames your artwork and makes
its colors pop. I recommend experimenting with a

digital paint mockup tool like Sherwin-Williams’ Paint a
Photo. Once you've narrowed your options (to hopefully
fewer than a dozen!), order real swatches from
Samplize.com to see how the colors look in your lighting.

ACCESSORIZE

Another fun way to refresh the color in your home is to
bring some of the colors of your favorite painting into the
room. Choose one or two of the dominant colors in the
painting, and accessorize the room with matching throw
pillows, accent chairs, rugs, lampshades, flowers, or table
decorations. You'll be amazed how “put together” your
room looks!

ADD SMALL WORKS

Try hanging some smaller pieces next to a large statement
piece. This can make a large wall feel balanced and dy-
namic. Petite works are great on shelves or narrow hall-
ways that are otherwise drab and colorless. Try placing
avivid landscape over a desk or piano to transform an

overlooked wall. WHY DO WE BUY ART?

Opver time, your home becomes an evolving story—a Because we love beautiful things and want to surround
reflection of your travels, your taste, and the pieces that ourselves with them. T hope this article inspires you to
bring you joy. Finding just the right place for a meaning- rediscover your art collection—and fall in love with your

ful work of art is half the fun of collecting. colors all over again.



Refreshing Your Color

PAINT COLOR TIPS

FTER TWENTY YEARS OF HELPING COLLECTORS place

my artwork in their homes, I've picked up a few neat

tricks I'd love to share with you. Sherwin-Williams offers
a paint color visualizer tool on their website. You can Paint a
Photo, which allows you to upload an image of your room with
a piece of artwork on the wall. You then select the wall you want
to repaint, and you can try different paint color variations to see
which one works best in your room.

Once you've narrowed your selection to a half-dozen or fewer
colors, the next tip is to visit www.samplize.com, and order
painted ‘peel & stick’ samples of each paint color. Because each
wall in your home is exposed to slightly different lighting, I ad-
vise seeing actual paint samples before committing to painting a
wall from baseboard to ceiling. Samplize makes the process easy
because they provide painted samples of the colors you want to
test, but you don’t need any brushes or tins of paint—they do
the messy work for you, and all you have to do is peel and stick
the sample on your wall.
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YOU CAN TEST BACKGROUND
CHOICES FOR YOUR
WALL HANGINGS BEFORE
MAKING A FINAL DECISION
ON PAINT COLOR.

Sherwin-Williams’ Paint Color Visualizer tool
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Refreshing Your Color
HOW TO MEASURE FOR A PAINTING

RECOMMEND WALKING AROUND YOUR HOME and

viewing the wall from different rooms and different

angles, to see how the painting will work in the space.

One of my collectors recently commissioned a piece
of artwork for above their fireplace. I love how they used
cardboard pieces, other artwork, and digital mockups to
decide which size was best for the space.

(FAR LEFT AND LEFT)
Using blue masking tape
is a great way to decide
what size artwork is best
for your wall.

(aBove) An example of a digital mockup of size using Photoshop. (We re happy to
help do this for you at the gallery!) (seLow) Using cardboard to help judge the size.

(aBove) Holding up another piece of
artwork to see how that size fits is also
away to check sizing.




Radiant Shadows,
J acommissioned

work (2025) with
a finished size of
60 x 40 in.

TWO STRIKING EXAMPLES
OF RECENT COLORFUL
COMMISSIONS

Commission in
progress: Grand Canyon
in Triptych (2020), sized

for a collector’s wall.
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