Erin’s paintings lit with
Soraa Vivid bulbs.

LIGHT YOUR ARTWORK

ENJOYING YOUR ART COLLECTION IN ITS BEST LIGHT

BY ERIN HANSON

COMMON QUESTION WE HEAR from collectors

at The Erin Hanson Gallery is, “How do I light

my new painting?” This is a topic close to my

heart, since I want my collectors to be able to
enjoy every nuance of color in their new artwork. Good
lighting can make all the difference.

Over the years, I've noticed how dramatically different my
paintings appear under various types of lighting. I finally
discovered why some lighting made my paintings look
“muddy” and other lighting made the colors look brilliant
and saturated—the way they looked on my easel.

The main difference between a good art bulb and a bad
art bulb is the CRI rating—the Color Rendering Index.
This number (on a scale from 0 to 100) tells you how well
the light bulb displays the true colors of objects, as com-

pared to natural sunlight. A bulb with a high CRI (95
or higher) will enhance both the warm and cool tones in
your painting or print, eliminating the “muddy” look.

When choosing bulbs for your artwork, ensure they
have a CRI rating of 95 or above. Personally, I use Soraa
Vivid bulbs in my gallery—they are fantastic and come
in a variety of base types to suit different fixtures.

I recommend purchasing light bulbs that are between
3600° (warmer) and 4500° (cooler). Color temperature
comes down to personal preference and the existing
lighting in your home. For instance, if your home primar-
ily features warm lighting (2700°), a very cool art light
(5000°) would feel out of place. In my gallery, I use 4500°
bulbs, which make the paintings look closest to how they
look in my studio when I'm painting them.
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THE NEXT DECISION YOU HAVE TO MAKE IS
WHAT LIGHT BEAM SPREAD TO CHOOSE.
Large artworks (over 36 inches) will benefit from
one or two wide-spread bulbs (36° beam, known as a
floodlight). Narrow beams, like 15°, are highly focused
and best for highlighting small paintings. Medium
beams (around 24°) can emphasize key details in a piece.
I’ll always remember when, many years ago, I was
watching a seasoned art gallerist climb a huge ladder
to adjust the lighting on a new series of paintings he
was hanging. He pointed at a beautiful landscape that
featured rays of sunlight piercing through clouds,
illuminating a grassy hill. He took the light off the
painting, and all the magic disappeared—the painting
looked flat, and I could barely see the sunbeams
coming through the clouds. He told me he liked
to “enhance” the compositions of the paintings in
his gallery by applying narrow spotlights to specific
parts of the paintings. He put the spotlight back on
the painting—Voila! It was like magic how the light
transformed it into a completely different painting.
When setting up lighting in your home, consider
purchasing a few extra bulbs with different beam
spreads. You might discover that a well-placed spotlight
can breathe new life into your art.




NOW LET'S TALK ABOUT LIGHT
FIXTURE PLACEMENT.

You want to enjoy your painting
without glare, which occurs when
light reflects off the painting’s sur-
face and into your eyes. To prevent
this, position the light high above
the artwork and about three to
four feet away, allowing the light to
bounce downward, away from the

viewer’s eyes. See illustration at right.
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DIMMED SPOTLIGHTS
CAN ADD ATMOSPHERE
TO A DARK ROOM,
HIGHLIGHTING YOUR
ARTWORK BEAUTIFULLY.

If you don’t have ceiling spotlights already, it

is surprisingly affordable to have an electrician
come out and install several spotlights for

you. You could probably get a great bargain by
having lights installed on all the walls on which
you want to hang artwork. You can even get a
dimmer switch to control brightness, which is
a wonderful feature.




FOR HOMES WITH LOTS
OF NATURAL LIGHT, A

FEW SPOTLIGHTS ARE
STILL USEFUL—ESPECIALLY
IN THE EVENING.

AN EXAMPLE OF A GOOD
WALL-MOUNTED LIGHT FIXTURE

In many homes, lighting is often
designed to illuminate only the center
area of the room, where people eat
and talk and socialize. The walls are
often left unlit, with no built-in spot-
lights. If this describes your home,
consider brightening your artwork
with high-CRI Soraa bulbs. You will
appreciate the colors in your artwork
like never before. With the invest-
ment you've made to fill your home
with art you love, you deserve great
lighting that shows off your beautiful
collection.

EVEN WITH GREAT
DAYTIME LIGHTING,
NIGHTTIME
ILLUMINATION CAN
MAKE YOUR ART COME
ALIVE IN NEW WAYS.

If ceiling spotlights
aren’t feasible, wall-
mounted art lights

are a great option. |
recommend Revelite
Fine Art lighting and
CocoWeb, but there are
many good choices. Just
ensure that the light
fixture has long enough
extension arms to fully
illuminate your paint-
ing, not just the top
portion.

MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT LIGHTING?
REACH OUT TO THE ERIN HANSON
GALLERY AND WE CAN HELP.




