IMPRESSIONISTS

SOAKING IN THE HISTORY OF IMPRESSIONISM IN FRANCE

By Erin Hanson

(LerT) Erin at Musée de |'Orangerie.

HEN I WAS EIGHT YEARS  always wanted to visit France to see

oLD, ] went to an art landscapes and vistas where the first

museum with my school  impressionists and postimpressionists

class. I saw van Gogh’s were inspired. This year, I made my
Irises painting and several of Monet’s  pilgrimage to France and followed
haystack pieces. That day, I decid- in the footsteps of the original im-
ed that art could be more beautiful pressionists. I started in Paris, visit-
than real life and that I wanted to ing many of the parks that Monet,
learn how to paint. Ever since then,I ~ Renoir, and van Gogh painted. My
have striven to capture the beautiful favorite was Parc Monceau, where I

colors of nature on my canvas. I have saw Roman-inspired classical columns




and weeping willows surrounding an
enchanting pond. The park looked
like an impressionist painting come
to life in hues of blue and green.
While in Paris, I visited four muse-
ums to absorb the artwork of the
Impressionist era. The Impression-
ists were groundbreakers in the art
world—they opened the door to
creating art about ordinary life and
scenes. They paved the way for me to
make a living as a landscape painter.
If you're in Paris, I recommend vis-
iting a lesser-known museum called

Musée Marmottan Monet. This muse-
um occupies 2 home that is filled with
three hundred of Monet’s paintings,
all donated to the museum by Monet’s
remaining heir. Descending down the
stairwell into the basement level,
walked into a wide-open room filled
with Monet’s water lily paintings and
other beautiful works I had only seen
in books before.

From Paris, I started on a riverboat
cruise with fifty of my collectors and
fans. We explored many of the places
the impressionists painted, such as

(cLockwise FRoM ToP) Erin’s photograph of
Parc Monceau; Erin at Rouen Cathedral,
which Monet painted thirty times; sunset
over the Seine in Paris.

Rouen (to see “Monet’s” cathedral),
Le Havre, Etretat (the Normandy
cliffs Monet painted many times),
and, of course, Monet’s garden.

I spent two days in Giverny, cap-
turing Monet’s water lily pond and
gardens at different times of the day.
It was incredible to walk around the
bend and see his water lily garden
for the first time—it was exactly like
walking into one of Monet’s paint-
ings. The reflections of the weeping
willow leaves around the pond’s edge
are exactly like in his depictions!
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From Normandy, I rented a
car and traveled south to Bor-
deaux. I discovered a water
lily farm, which I found out
was the very same farm that

had supplied Monet with his
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endless fields of lavender and
sunflowers grow against the
dramatic backdrop of the
Swiss Alps. The trip ended
in the French Riviera, where

« Isaw turquoise waters, pine
trees, and a rocky coastline
that reminded me of Carmel-
by-the-Sea.

The days were long in June,
with sunrise at SAM and dusk
at 10pM. Since I always catch
the dawn and sunset golden
hours when I'm on photo
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ing a market for water lilies as
ornamental plants. He then
brought his new creations to
the World Fair in Paris, where Monet
discovered colorful water lilies for the
first time and decided to create his
own water lily garden.

The wine country of Bordeaux was
a unique experience of winding roads
between small vineyards and family
farms. From there, I made my way east
to Provence to explore the landscapes
that inspired van Gogh.

I visited Arles, where van Gogh
lived, and Saint-Rémy-de-Provence,
where I saw his room in the asylum.

I learned that a famous wind, the
mistral, blows through Provence,
which accounts for the movement of
the sky and cypress trees van Gogh
captured in his paintings. After that,
I had to swing by Aix-en-Provence,
where Cezanne lived. I stood in
the park above his house, where he
painted his favorite sideways-sloping
mountain so many times.

And since I was in Provence, I spent
a few days exploring the olive groves,
vineyards, and high plateaus where

safari, that didn’t leave much

time for sleeping. (At least I

caught a few catnaps during
the noon hours.) I acquired years’
worth of inspiration from this trip,
and I can hardly decide which paint-
ing to create next. I feel more con-
nected to the original impressionists
than ever before.



Provence Lavender, 2024 // Bonnieux in Provence, France
Original oil on canvas, 40 x 30 in

THIS PAINTING CATCHES THE BEAUTIFUL LAVENDER FIELDS OF PROVENCE, captured during the

golden light of dawn. While I don’t normally paint man-made structures, the stone house nestled among
the cypress trees demanded to be included in the painting.




Riviera Blues, 2024 // Cbéte d'Azur, France
Original oil on canvas, 30 x40 in

WITH WARM MEDITERRANEAN WINDS BLOWING IN MY FACE, I explored the rocky coastline
of the French Riviera. Aqua blue waters and wind-bend pine trees completed the experience. This
painting captures the movement and beauty of the scene.




Sunflowers in Provence, 2024 // Valensole in Provence, France
Original oil on canvas, 48 x 36 in

EXPLORING SOUTHERN FRANCE, | was inspired by the high plateaus in Provence, which are covered
in endless lavender fields. Tucked among the lavender fields, I discovered this field of sunflowers right
as the sun came up over the mountains. The rich, saturated colors of early morning are captured in
this oil painting, while thick, lavish brushstrokes bring to life the beauty of the sunflowers.



Olive Trees at Arles, 2024 // Arles, France
Original oil on canvas, 30 x 24 in

WHEN I VISITED ARLES TO SEE VAN GOGH’S STOMPING GROUNDS, I went to as many olive groves
as I could. I found several very old groves—one boasted several “centennial” trees over one hundred
years old. I was inspired by their gnarled branches and unique coloring, just as van Gogh was. Here is
a painting of an olive grove near Arles, in southern France.



Sunset at Etretat, 2024
// Normandy, France
Original oil on canvas,

60x40in

THIS IS THE FIRST PAINTING
I created after my inspirational
trip to France to follow in the
footsteps of the Impressionists.
I started out in Paris, visiting
many of the parks where the
early impressionists and post-
impressionists painted. Then1
took a riverboat along the Seine
River, stopping in Giverny to
see Monet’s garden and Rouen
to see “Monet’s” cathedral, and
ending in Le Havre and Etretat.
This painting of Etretat captures
the stunning white limestone
cliffs on the northern coast of
Normandy, France. Monet

was inspired to paint this same
rock formation 140 years ago.
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Sneak Peek
AFTER IMMERSING
AND SEEING HIS ORIGINAL
IN 3 DIFFERENT MUSEUMS,
| WAS INSPIRED TO
CREATE MY OWN LARGE-
SCALE OIL PAINTING OF

WATER LILY PAINTINGS







