How to Decorate Around Your

ART COLLECTION

By Erin Hanson

HOME IS BARREN without

art. Art brings in aesthetics

and color and reflects a sense

of who you are and what
you love. I sometimes get asked this
question: should I buy a painting to
match my home, or should I just buy
the paintings I love?

This article will show you how you
can buy the artwork you love and
adjust the room around it, making it
look like the painting was designed
especially for that room.

When a painting looks beautiful
in a room and the colors complement,
it creates a “WOW” factor. As an
artist, I like to think of the room as
a large extension of the painting’s
frame. Of course, you want the
“frame” to complement the painting
and not clash with it.

When a piece of art speaks to you,
and you hang it in your home, it
becomes part of who you are, a unique
expression of your personality. I know
some collectors whose passion for
art has them displaying their beauties
from the floor to the ceiling, on any
available wall space, on easels, on
bookshelves, and on mantlepieces.
Each painting tells a story, contains a
memory, or recalls an experience.

From my viewpoint as an artist,

I think it is great fun to decorate
around the artwork. An Erin Hanson
oil painting has hundreds of subtle
color variations and vibrant hues,
which provide lots of opportunity for
bringing the colors of the painting into
the room design.

The first aspect of room decor
to discuss is the wall color behind the

HERE'S THE BASIC RULE OF THUMB: whatever aspect of the painting you want to pop,
surround the painting with the opposite. For example, let’s take a look at light walls versus dark walls.
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On the light neutral wall, the darker parts of the painting

come alive (the cliff shadows).
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On this dark neutral wall, the lighter parts of the painting
are accented (the sky and water).



painting. This is easy to change and
has the most dramatic effect on how
aviewer perceives the artwork.

The coastal painting in our example
has been transformed to look like five
different paintings by placing it against
five different wall colors.

Warm wall colors will make the
cool tones in the painting pop. Cool
wall colors make the warm hues in
the painting pop. A colorful painting
would benefit by hanging on a white
or neutral wall. A light, airy painting
would draw the most attention if hung
on a dark, jewel-toned wall.

The eye is drawn to contrasts, so the
goal is to create contrasts between the
wall color and the painting when you
are designing around your art.

Imagine you had a teal accent chair.
You wouldn’t want to place it against a
turquoise wall, since the colors would
be too similar, and the chair would
not draw attention. However, if that
same teal chair were placed against an
earth-toned wall, your eye would be
attracted to the color contrast.

I hope this article helps inspire you
to surround yourself with artwork
you really love, and then have fun
designing and decorating around your
art collection.

COVER UP THESE IMAGES WITH YOUR HAND,
SO YOU CAN SEE ONLY ONE AT A TIME.
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On a blue wall, the eye is attracted to the purple and burgundy colors
in the shadows of the cliffs.
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Finally, let's see how the painting looks on an orange wall. The
complementary color (blue) has never looked more vibrant.



to make your artwork
pop in your home

Paint the wall behind your painting to
accentuate the colors of your painting,

If the artwork is predominately cool, try

a warm paint color, and vice versa. The
complementary color will make the paint-
ing really pop. (For example, a painting
with a lot of blue/green in it would look
beautiful on a yellow/orange-toned wall.)

Bring attention to the vibrant colors in
your painting by using pillows, rugs, vases,
table decorations, and accent chairs with
the same hues as in your painting. This
will give your room a cohesive look that
makes the artwork stand out.

Another direction you can go to show
off your art collection is to decorate your
room entirely in neutral tones, which
makes the paintings pop with color!

And in the opposite direction, paint your
accent wall in a dark color to make the
artwork come alive. Use a spotlight to give
your artwork the attention it deserves.



Give Your Painting

A FRESH LOOK

Do you want to [ Takea photo of the 2 Upload your photo
wall with your phone. to Sherwin-Williams’

' ColorSnap® Visualizer
before you paint? (Paint a Photo).

see how it looks



2. Mark out which wall 4 Try out as many colors NEED HELP?
you want to virtually paint.  as your heart desires! Test Contact the Gallery at:
using warm and cool tones, contact@erinhanson.com

both light and dark! Email or text your photo to us and we
can offer wall color suggestions!






